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The Hamilton Bird Checklist: An Historical Perspective 


by Bob Curry 

The recently revised checklist 
(February 2000) which we received with 
the May Wood Duck prompted me to go 
back and examine the earlier versions. 
The new checklist is the sixth in a series, 
that dates back to about 1956. It is 
interesting to examine the changes and 
additions, which have taken place over 
the intervening years. 

George W. North who, as many 
members will know, was the undisputed 
leader ofthe Hamilton birding community 
for. many years, compiled the first three 
editions. 

The first edition (1956) composed 
338 “species” which were known to 
have occurred in the Hamilton Study Area, 
within a 25 mile (40 km) radius ofDundum 
Castle. A few birds on that list (Black 
Brant, Common Teal, and Audubon’s 
Warbler) have subsequently come to be 
recognized as subspecies. However, the 
definition and delineation of species is 
constantly in flux and I'll come back to 
this in a later article. 

The purpose of this article is to 
highlight those species, which have never 
been seen again in the 40 years since the 


first checklist. The next article (in 
November's Wood Duck) will summarize 
new additions and changes to the list and 
a final one will contain predictions about 
the next additions to the Hamilton Bird 
Checklist. 

Approximately 14 species, which 
were on that first list, have not been seen 
since. Some of these are impossible to 
see in Hamilton, 

Hamilton resident, Thomas 
Mcllwraith author of Birds of Ontario 
(1886, 1894) secured a specimen of 
Eskimo Curlew “on the shore of the 
beach, near Hamilton”. This was the 
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only individual he ever saw. This species 
is almost certainly now extinct. 

The Greater Prairie Chicken is 

likely now extirpated in Canada, a victim 
of modem farming practices and perhaps 
other factors. Mcllwraith reports that, in 
the first week of May 1886, hunters shot 
and killed a male Prairie Chicken at the 
Beach Canal. 

The story of the Passenger Pigeon 
is well known. Mcllwraith speaks of 
vast flocks which used to pass over 
Hamilton but by the time of the first 
edition of his book the annual migrations 
had entirely ceased. 

While the Spmce Grouse is found 
in Ontario it is most unlikely that it will 
ever again occur here. In fact, Mcllwraith 
found it most unusual to find one in the 
Hamilton market shot by a local farmer. 

The situation withregard to Northern 
Bobwhite is confounded by introductions 
over the years by private hunting clubs 
and others. It seems the bird was here in 
the nineteenth century but its range has 
been reduced drastically such that it is 
now found only on Walpole Island and 
adjacent parts of the mainland in 
southwestern Ontario. Records through 
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the latter decades of the twentieth century 
are problematic. They may have been 
remnants of wild stock or dispersal from 
tire Elgm-Middlesex area, or they may 
have been from releases. 

Given the present Ontario status, it 
seems unlikely that this species will occur 
naturally for at least many years to come. 
Of course, successful introduction and 
management as with Wild Turkey is a 
possibility. It would be nice to supplant 
tire exotic Ring-necked Pheasant, which 
is in a steep decline, with a native species. 

Arguably tire most bizarre record 
George North ever had at Hamilton was 
of a Willow Ptarmigan along the rocks 
at Van Wagner’s Beach on 8 December 
1945. I dislike tire term “accidental” 
which, on bird checklists, is taken to mean, 
unlikely to ever occur again. Whatever 
conditions result in a bird being way out 
of range may occur again and this has 
been borne out many times. That said. 
Willow Ptarmigan might be the most 
unlikely bird to occur again in Hamilton. 

What follows is a listing of those 
other species that have not occurred since 
the first checklist along with a few 
comments For the most part I have not 
yet thoroughly researched the details of 
these records and have not provided 
citations for them. Most, but not all, 
appeared in Noteworthy Bird Records in 
The Wood Duck. It is possible that 
under scrutiny one or more records for 
winch there are no details will be removed 
from a subsequent edition of the checklist. 

Brown Pelican: On 28 August 1937 
GeorgeNorth saw a Brown Pelican diving 
mto Lake Ontano off Burlington Beach 
about a mile south of the Canal. 

Wood Stork: Observed by Dr. W.E. 


Hurlburt on 9 November 1950 near 
Hamilton. We think this was at the ponds 
at Van Wagner’s Beach. 

Long-billed Curlew: Mcliwraith 
(1894) states it was occasionally seen 
along the shores of the (Great) lakes and 
that “veteran sportsmen” said it had 
declined. 

Curlew Sandpiper: 11-13 October 
1954, Dundas Hydro Pond (G. W. North). 

Black Guillemot: Mcllwraith 
reports one being found exhausted in 
Hamilton Bay about 1870. He also refers 
to Atlantic Puffin being found at the same 
time. Why one is on the checklist but not 
the other requires further examination. 

Burrowing Owl: 2 June 1940, 


Aldershot (G.W. North). 

Black-billed Magpie: I can find no 
record of this species in which captive 
ongm can be convincingly eliminated 

Gray Jay: Has been reported at least 
twice in The Wood Duck. However, 
these records need investigation as the 
bird is extremely rare this far south from 
its normal breeding range. 

In the next article I will summanze 
those birds which have been added to the 
checklist since the publication of the first 
one. 

I thank Jim Do wall and Alan 
Wormington for their help with references 
and other information pertaining to these 
birds. 


Not a science report; just about socks. 


by Mail a Sedgwick 

Large socks that fit over car mirrors 
to be exact. It begun in the spring when 
the son of a friend of ours parked his 
vehicle in our lane for the summer. 

Busy puttering in the garden, it 
probably took a while before I noticed a 
female cardinal pecking away at those 
car mirrors. Perched on the edge of the 
closed windows she worked on one side 
than the other, back and forth. A male 
would hang around for a while than 
disappear. From my unscientific 
observations she appeared agitated, one 
could say stressed, as she kept this up for 
several hours. 

When my husband came home that 
evening the first thing he noticed were 
those large tube socks now gracing the 
car -1 wanted her to go back to her mate 
and get on with spring activities. The next 
day, a Monday, both our cars were driven 


to work, leaving just the “socks’ ’ behind 

My notes show that during the 
following week she chose first my car 
(on returning home), barely letting me get 
out; than, when I “socked” it, my 
hyusband's car as well. Her positions 
were either close up to the mirror, pecking 
at it with her beak, or jumping to the top, 
down again, wings fluttering. A male 
was still hanging around. 

Over the next few weeks the drill 
was the same; home - socks on - driving 
to work in the morning - socks off Picture 
wool socks, soggy and stretched with all 
the rain this summer. Now it is the end of 
August; it has been a while since we 
have seen her. Somewhere m June or 
July (lost my notes) we gave all the 
mirrors back to her; just after I found 
myself driving on the QE with the socks 
still in place. Just knew I would forget 
one day. 
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byRoslytme Price 
This month starts a new column about 
wild plants and their uses. If you have 
any suggestions for future articles about 
wild plants you would like to know more 
about, please feel free to send an email to 
me at: <rprice@icom.ca>. I’ll see what I 
can find out for you. Enjoy! This first 
column is about HIPS & HAWS 

Did you ever wonder what arose hip 
or rose haw was? I did. And when I 
found out, I thought it was an odd name 
for a fruit. You may have seen the reddish- 
orange fruits of roses (Rosa sp.). If not, 
look around your neighborhood, I’m sure 
you’ll spot them! 


Rose Hip Jelly 4 

1 L (4 cups) rosehips 

125 mL (1 /2 c) lemon juice 
water to cover 
sugar 

Destem and remove the hip tops 
and wash in lukewarm water; then 
place in a large saucepan and add 
enough water to cover. Add lemon 
j uice and bring to a boil, until soft and 
mushy. 

Strain through a jelly bag 
overnight, or until dripping stops. 
Measurejuice and return to saucepan. 
Add sugar in the proportion 3 parts 
sugar to 4 parts juice. Stir until sugar 
is dissolved. Bring to a boil, and boil 
rapidly for 10 minutes, or until jelly 
sets when tested on a cold saucer. 
Pour into hot, sterilized jars and seal 
with melted paraffin. Store in a cool 
place. Yields about 4 medium-sized 
glasses. __ _ 


Hips and Haws 



The dictionary states, “Rose hip: 
The fleshy, bright-coloured fruit of the 
rose.” 


Haw, comes from the hawthorn fruit, 
another member ofthe larger rose family. 
I did some research and was delighted to 
find out that they are used by both humans 
and animals. 

You can see wild roses in many wild 
places; along trails, in old fields, or forest 
edges. There are many species of roses 
and their rose hips vary from species to 
species in size, colour and surface 
structure. Some are glabrous (smooth), 
others are hispid (with bristly stiff hairs). 
Some are too small and insignificant to 
collect, while others are very large. 

“The hips are spherical or elongated, 
and consist of an edible, fleshy, outer rind 
surrounding a mass of tightly packed 
whitish seeds (achenes), which are 
covered with many minute sliver-like 
hairs. Often the pointed or leafy sepals 
ofthe flower persist in the fruit as a stiff, 
brownish tuft at the end of the hip. ’ ’ 4 


Harvesting the hips is best done 
when fully mature, in the fall, before 
frost, but they can be picked anytime 
throughout tire fall and winter, even when 
frozen on the plants. 

In the late summer and fall, the rose 
hips are very visible and easily collected, 
if you are careful around the thorns. 
Make sure you wear heavier garden 
gloves and bring a hard-sided container, 
rather than a bag to keep your booty! 
Make certain that the plants haven’t been 
sprayed with any chemicals such as 
pesticides, herbicides or insecticides. 

Rose hips can be eaten raw, first 
scooping out the tiny seeds, and leaving 
behind the delicate pulp. Note that ‘ ‘ care 
should be taken to remove all the seeds, 
[eg.] by straining, as the small sliver-like 
hairs on the seeds can catch in the throat 
and digestive tract and cause irritation in 
some individuals.” 4 

The seeds do however contain high 
concentrations of vitamin E so they can 
be ground and soaked in water, and the 
resulting liquid strained and used in the 
making of preserves. 

The rose lrips contain very high 
amounts of vitamin C. Just three rose 
hips can contain as much vitamin C as 
continued on next page 

***** 

Reading List: 1) Angier, Field Guide to 
Edible Wild Plants: 2) Nyerges, Guide to Wild 
Foods and Useful Plants; 3) Peterson, Field Guide 
to Edible Wild Plants: 4) Edible Wild Fruits and 
Nuts of Canada, Turner & Szczawinski, (National 
Museum of Natural Sciences, Canadian 
Government publication.) 

For identification: Peterson’s Field Guide 
to Wildflowers, Northeastem/Northcentral N orth 
America, Peterson & McKenny. 
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The Re-Introduction of Trumpeter Swans 



by Jim & Jecm Stollcvd 

Our featured speaker at 
September's membership 
meeting was Harry Lumsden 
on the topic of the re- 
mtroduction of Trumpeter 
Swans to Ontario. 

Harry was educated at 
Oxford and Cambridge and 
came to Canada after the 
Second World War. He 
worked for the Ministry of 
Natural Resources in the Game 
& Waterfowl Unit doing 
research on Canada Geese and 
the Trumpeter and Tundra 
Swans. He is tire recipient of 
tire Waterfowl Conservation Award from 
the Mississippi Flyway Council. 

During the 1970s and 80s, he became 
interested in endangered species such as 

HIPS AND HAWS continued 

one orange! All rose hips are equally 
edible and useful for many delicious things, 
such as preserves, jams, jellies, tea, syrup, 
sherbet and even wine! Try it! They 
have a delicate apple-like flavour that 
combines well with apples. ‘ ‘The flavour 
has that delightful tart snap of wild 
mountain pippin apples ’ ’ 2 

Many animals eat rose hips for 
nourishment because they are packed 
with it! Grouse, pheasants, prairie 
chickens, quail, bears, thrushes, squirrels, 
rabbits, antelope, moose and elk and other 
animals enjoy the riches this plant species 
offer to them throughout the fall and the 
winter when food is sparse. 

No wonder animals and people alike 
can enjoy eating rose hips!§§ 


Wild Turkeys and Trumpeter Swans, both 
of which were once abundant in Ontario. 
He helped persuade the Federal and 
Provmcial governments to start re- 
introduction programs for these species. 

There are three species of swans in 
Canada: the Mute Swan, an introduction 
from Europe, whose orange beak and 
black knob are diagnostic; the Tundra 
Swan, which can be distinguished from 
the Trumpeter by its shorter beak, yellow 
spot in front of the eye, and rounded 
feathering around the beak; and the 
Trumpeter Swan which also has some 
yellow on the beak but it is found close to 
the nostrils and the feathering at the top 
of the beak is pointed. 

The Mute Swan holds its wings erect 
much of the time, unlike the other two 
species who keep their wings flat. The 
male Trumpeter averages 26 pounds, the 
Mute Swan is bigger but the Trumpeter 
is much more aggressive, so that there is 
no danger that the Mute Swan will displace 
the Trumpeter. 


Some Trumpeter’s mate 
for life, some are promiscuous, 
thought to be the youngsters of 
the flock, and some ‘divorce’ 
(rather human-sounding 
characteristics!). They build 
large nests, 2 meters across and 
1 meter high where the female 
lays 4-6 whitish coloured eggs. 
Unlike many birds who have 
‘brood patches’ (an area on 
the belly without feathers used 
to keep the eggs warm), swans 
use their feet to incubate their 
eggs. 

Trumpeter Swans have the 
fastest growing young in the 
bird world, except for eagles. From 
hatching to fledging, their weight will 
increase by 32 times over the course of a 
few weeks. The older cygnet is dark but 
becomes white over the first winter while 
its beak and feet remain orange until the 
third year when they become black. 

In orderto re-introduce theTrumpeter 
to its former range, it was necessary to 
press the Mute Swan into service as 
foster parents. Eggs were brought in from 
Alaska, where there is a large population 
ofTrumpeter Swans and placed into the 
nests of Mute Swans. Then the problems 
began. 

At the start, there was poor 
hatchability with the babies dying either 
at the beginning or at the end of the 
incubation period. Many had deformities, 
commonly of their feet. They also had 
lead poisoning from their parents ingesting 
lead shot while feeding - this accounted 
for 50% of the deaths. Genetic studies at 
McMaster University showed that the 
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Townson Bequest Endowment Funds Formally Established 



The formal transfer of $199,000 by the HNC to the Hamilton Community 
Foundation took place on September 11. Pictured from left to right are HNC 
Past President Pierre Arnold, Gywn Williams, Chair of the Board of Directors of 
the HCF, Pamela Lakin, Director of Finance and Administration for the HCF, 
HNC President Christine Bishop and Vice President Glenn Barrett. 


The HNC began its 81 st year at the 
September 11 membership meeting by 
presenting the Hamilton Community 
Foundation (HCF) with a cheque for 
$199,000.00, part of the bequest to the 
Club from the Townson estate. 

The Foundation will manage this 
money for the Club. Most of the monies 
will be used to establish three permanent 
endowment funds - an $85,000 Habitat 
Preservation Fund; a $35,000 Conservatin 
and Education Fund; and a $25,000 
Ecological Research Fund. The remaining 
$54,000 will go into a Managed Reserve 
Fund for Wild Lands which will be 
available for acquisition of significant lands. 
Decisions on disbursements from these 
funds will be made by the HNC Board. 

In response to our decision to use the 
Hamilton Community Foundation to 
manage these funds, the Foundation 
presented the Club with a cheque for 
$5000 which will be added to the 
endowment monies. PH 


TRUMPETER SWANS continued 

stocks in Grand Prairie, Idaho,Montana 
and Alaska were inbred. 

Those that hatched faced a daunting 
problem - the male Mute Swan attacked 
them. At first no one could understand 
why this happened, then it was realized 
that the cygnets of Trumpeter Swans 
were white, while those of Mute Swans 
were dark. The solution? Dye the down 
ofthe Trumpeter cygnets. This was done 
with great success. The Mute Swans 
accepted their foster cygnets and the 
project moved ahead. 

There are now 250-300 Trumpeter 


Swans in Southern Ontario and the goal 
is to release about 30 a year from captive 
bred birds. Five hundred birds are needed 
for a self-sustaining population. 

Trumpeters migrate, after a fashion, 
going from the Wye Marsh to the Bronte- 
Dundas area to winter. Like geese, 
Tmmpeters will follow ultralight aircraft. 
After some experimentation it was 
discovered that only those removed from 
the parents after 10 days would follow 
the air craft. Those imprinted on humans 
or who stayed with their parents until 
they were almost ready to fly would not 
follow the Ultralight. 

While flying with the birds, the pilot 


discovered that the nictating membrane 
flicked over the eye of the flying bird to 
protect the cornea from the drying wind. 
Four birds went from Sudbury to the 
United States using the Ultralight method. 
Because Trumpeters spend so much time 
in the water with their legs invisible, they 
are tagged on their wings. This doesn’t 
appear to hurt them or compromise their 
ability to fly. Call Harry at (905) 727- 
6492 or Bev Kingdon at (905) 637-8032, 
if you can identify a tagged Trumpeter. 

Our new season got off to a great 
start with an interesting and informative 
presentation by a man who obviously 
loves these beautiful birds. PH 
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Proposed Changes to Club’s Letters Patent 


byPieire Arnold 

What are our Letters Patent 9 This 
is the legal document that made us a 
corporation called “HAMILTON 
NATURALISTS’ CLUB” on 28 th 
January, 1959. Since then, changes were 
made by Supplementary Letters Patent 
dated 18 lh November, 1977. 

Why another change? 

Our Club approved changes to our 
By-Law last year. The Objects of the 
Club were also reworded and brought up 
to date. Objects, tire reasons for being, 
are enshrined in the Letters Patent. 
Therefore we are obliged to apply for 
issue of Supplementary Letters Patent 
because tire Objects in our Letters Patent 
by law supercede those as copred into 
our By-Law. They should be the same, 
letter for letter. 

At the same trme, our Board has 
taken the opportunity to make some other 
changes that are consistent wrth our 
Objects today. See Appendix A of the 
Supplementary Notice of AGM for details. 
Our Club rs grateful for tire legal assistance 
provided by Sandra Stephenson ofLazier 
Hickey Langs O’Neal. 

Supplementary to Notice of AGM 

hi addition to the purposes set out in 
the September 2000, Wood Duck , tire 
following purpose wrll also be considered: 

to approve the issuance of 
Supplementary Letters Patent to provide 
for the changes attached, as Appendix 
“A” hereto 

APPENDIX “A” 

I. The Corporation be and is hereby 
authorized to make application to His 


Honour the Lieutenant Governor for the 
Province of Ontano for Supplementary 
Letters Patent to: 

1. Vary the provisions of the 
Supplementary Letters Patent of the 
Corporation dated the 18th ofNovember, 
197 7, by deleting the following: 

‘ ‘ AND IT IS HEREBY FURTHER 
ORDAINED AND DECLARED that, 
upon the dissolution of the Corporation 
and after the payment of all debts and 
liabilities, its remaining property shall be 
distributed or disposed of to the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, in the City of 
Burlington, Ontario. ”. 

and substituting therefor the following: 

‘ 4 AND UT IS HEREBY FURTHER 
ORDAINED AND DECLARED that, 
upon the dissolution of the Corporation 
and after the payment of all debts and 
liabilities, its remaining property shall be 
distributed or disposed of to charitable 
organizations in the Province of Ontario 
having objects similar to the obj ects of the 
Corporation”. 

2. Vary the Letters Patent dated 
the 28th of January, 1959 to delete the 
objects as described in the sard Letters 
Patent as follows: 

“for the following objects, that is to 
say: 

Within the said County ofWentworth 
and vicinity: 

(a) TO foster, promote, develop, 
encourage and extend protection to animal 
and plant life, and to stimulate public 
interest in nature and conservation; 

(b) TO acquire greater knowledge 
of plant and animal life in their relation to 


conservation; 

(c) TO acquire from time to time and 
to hold lands in the said County of 
Wentworth and immediate vicinity as wild 
life sanctuanes; and 

(d) TO sponsor, conduct and /or to 
operate week-end nature camps, nature 
exhibitions, Audubon screen tours, bus 
hikes and similar activities; 

PROVIDED, however, that the 
Corporation shall not maintain a clubhouse 
or similar premises;’ ’ 

and substituting therefor the following: 

“for the following objects, that is to 
say: 

(a) TO foster, promote, develop, 
encourage and extend protection to 
animals, plant life and natural areas of 
land, water or air; and to stimulate 
education and public interest in nature, 
conservation and preservation of natural 
areas; 

(b) TO acquire greater knowledge 
of plant and animal life and habitat and 
their relation to conservation, envir onment 
and ecosystems; 

(c) TO acquire from time to time and 
to hold lands as nature sanctuaries or 
nature preserves; and 

(d) TO sponsor, conduct and /or 
operate nature camps, nature exhibitions, 
nature presentations, field events and 
similar activities. ” 

H. The directors be and are hereby 
authorized to do, sign and execute all 
things, deeds and documents necessary 
or desirable for the due carrying out of 
the foregoing. ^ 
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Annual Reports of the Directors of the HNC 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is engaged in a wide provide a summary of the Club’s activities over thepastyear 

variety of activities. These are led by the fourteen Club directors and give an accounting to the members in advance of the 

as well as a number of coordinators. Below we present the Club’s Annual General Meeting which will take place on 

annual reports prepared by the Directors of the Club. The October 2nd as part of the monthly membership meeting. The 

annual reports of the Bird Study Group and the Plant Study AGM will select the Directors for the 2000-2001 period, and 

Group appeared in last month’s Wood Duck. Together they will also make a decision on amendingthe Club’s By-Law. 


President’s Report 

By Christine Bishop 

It seems every year is a honeycomb 
of activity in our club and this was 
particularly true during 1999 and 2000. 

The Townson family donation to die 
HNC was received in June 2000 and this 
was the first big challenge to the 
executive. Consultation with members, 
past presidents and other charitable 
organizations took quite a lot of work but 
it was worth it. 

Combining the wishes of the 
members, and the vision of the current 
executive and the finance committee 
appears to have produced a number of 
funds that will help conservation and 
education of natural history for many 
years to come. But while we were 
determining how the Townson bequest 
would be handled and help conservation 
in the future, the members of your 
executive were plunging forward with 
plenty of activities regardless of this 
large donation. 

I believe this is the kind of dedication 
and the grassroots conservation results 
that are the hallmark of the HNC and 
are a major reason why the Townson 
family bestowed some of their life savings 
on our club. 

We continue to offer an excellent 
program of interesting lectures at the 


general meetings, many hikes and an 
annual club campout as well as a bird 
study group that is quite intense with field 
sightings, bird identification tips and a 
featured speaker or event at every monthly 
meeting. This group includes many of the 
core Baillie Birdathoners that raise money 
for bird conservation projects within the 
HNC and through Bird Studies Canada. 

The combined field trip and nature 
study that the plant study group has 
adopted is a great way for new people 
and old hands at botany to learn more 
about plants. The plant study group has 
gone well beyond studying the plants, and 
has participated in several ‘plant rescues’ 
this year to remove native plants from 
areas designated for massive develop¬ 
ment. 

There are so many club activities 
that one can participate in, and they are 
nearly all FREE, it has to be said that the 
annual HNC membership fee is the best 
buy around. 

Our Juniour Naturalists’ Club remains 
a significant contnbution to education and 
future conservation efforts. Not only is 
tiie program educational and enjoyable, it 
addresses the critical need to introduce 
the love of nature to children at a young 
age. 

This is borne out in the regular 
surveys conducted by Environment 
Canada on ‘The Importance of Wildlife 


to Canadians’. The survey asks people 
from across the country about their 
attitudes and interactions with wildlife. 
The only issue which produces a consistent 
answer is that 65-70% of Canadians in 
each province and territory believe 
strongly that their experiences with nature 
as a child influenced their attitudes to 
nature as an adult. 

The value the public places on the 
need for children to experience nature is 
further confirmed by the waiting list of 
over 50 children for our Juniour 
Naturalists ’ Club. This year we welcomed 
a new Juniour Naturalist, Liam, to the 
fold, who appeared along with his parents 
and ‘Juniour Nat’ leaders Barb McKean 
and John Hannah at his first meeting 
when he was only a month old. Now 
that’s dedication from the whole family! 

As some of you know, I am retiring 
from the HNC executive after this year 
because I have taken a new position with 
Canadian Wildlife Service at Delta, British 
Columbia I certainly intend to remain a 
life long member of the HNC and one of 
the few downsides about living on the 
west coast will be missing the many friends 
I made as a member of this club, and 
participating in the high energy 
conservation scene in the Hamilton/ 
Burlington area. 

I will read the Wood Duck with 
anticipation to hear about the future 
endeavours of the HNC. 
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Vice-President’s 

Report 

by Glenn Bairett 

As Vice-President, I was responsible 
during the past year for some of the 
logistical aspects of the Club, including 
renewing liability insurance for the Club 
and its members and directors. I also 
completed an inventory of Club items, 
and as part of my duties as volunteer 
coordinator I made sure other directors 
were aware of those Club members who 
were interested in helping out with various 
aspects of the Club. 

Another duty as Vice-President was 
to chair those meetings (executive and 
general) when the President was 
unavailable. However, this was required 
only once during the past year due to 
Chnstine’s excellent attendance record! 

I wrote a number of letters on behalf 
of the Club, including one protesting a 
Ministry of Natural Resources proposal 
to allow hunting in wilderness parks, and 
another to Hamilton City Council 
encouraging them to proceed with the 
public consultation process on upgrades 
to the wastewater treatment plant. These 
improvements would lead to an 
accelerated clean-up of the Hamilton 
Harbour ecosystem of which we all are 
part. 

During the past year I have been a 
member of the Club Bequest Committee 
that formed as a result of the Townson 
bequest. Our goal was to create a lasting 
legacy from this generous bequest to the 
Club, and after many meetings and polling 
of Club members and past-presidents I 
believe we have accomplished this. 

Monies from the bequest are being 


used to create three endowment funds 
with the Hamilton Community Foundation, 
along with a fourth fund that the Club will 
be able to access for future land purchase 
initiatives. 

Additionally, it was decided that a 
portion of the Townson bequest should 
be used to assist with current projects 
including a donation of $15,000 to the 
Nature Conservancy Canada’s acquisition 
of Clear Creek Forest. 

A local project that benefited as a 
result of the Townson Bequest is the 
HamiltonHarbour WaterfrontTrail linking 
Cootes Paradise with Bayfront Park; this 
received a $10,000 donation from the 
Club. I would like to encourage all Club 
members to go for a hike/bike/roller-blade 
along this fabulous addition to Hamilton’s 
trail system! 

Membership 
Director’s Report 

by Jocelyn Neysmith 

I’m pleased to report that over the 
course of the 1999-2000 year, we 
welcomed over 50 new members to the 
HNC. The distribution of the new and 
improved "Naturally, Hamilton! 
brochure to all local Hamilton Spectator 
home delivery subscribers in June 
generated interest in the Club, and we 
expect this to continue as the brochure is 
now on display at local tourist offices and 
public venues. 

Several Club members also set up 
the HNC display at various events this 
year. I would like to offer special thanks 
to David and Eleanor Wood of Wild 
Birds Unlimited for continuing to display 
HNC materials in their store and promote 
the Club to interested customers. 


This year when a new member joined 
the Club, Publicity Director Ken Hall 
was quick to take his or her picture and 
add it to the display board at the monthly 
general meetings. We hope that Ken’s 
efforts will encourage you to welcome 
our new members when you see them at 
meetings and events. 

We also continued to feature Club 
members in the monthly “Volunteer 
Comer’ ’ column in the Wood Duck this 
past year. The goal of the senes is to 
introduce you to your fellow Club members 
and their contributions, as well as to 
highlight just how much can be 
accomplished by volunteering even a small 
amount of time. 

If you have any suggestions as to 
who we could feature in upcoming articles, 
or would like to wnte a column yourself, 
please let me know. 

As most of you are aware, the Club 
is still selling anniversary pins and licence 
plate frames, both for the low price of 
$5.00. If you don’t already have one of 
each, they can be purchased at the 
membership table during monthly general 
meetings. 

Thanks to Betty Blashill’s work, 
we’re now also offering beautifully- 
embroidered Club T-shirts and ball caps 
for sale. See Alf Senior at the Social 
Table to place your order. 

If you know of someone who might 
be interested in joining the HNC, please 
call me at (905) 540-1094 and I will send 
them a package of information - or better 
yet, invite them to join us at a monthly 
general meeting. 

We’ve onlyjust greeted autumn, but 
don’t forget that an HNC membership 
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could make the perfect holiday gift for 
someone on your list this year! 

After three great years as 
Membership Director, I’ll be standing on 
the other side of the membership table at 
the next general meeting! I’ve really 
enjoyed the opportunity to meet to so 
many ofyou, and hope to bringyou some 
additional membership benefits in the near 
future. Stay tuned. H 

Report of the FON 
Representative 

by Don McFadyen 

As your Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists (FON) representative, I 
attended both the Fall and Spring 
Carolinian East Regional meetings. 
Interested club members are welcome to 
attend these meetings. The next meeting 
is on Saturday, November 25,2000 from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club will host it at the offices 
of the Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority. 

Each meeting mcludes an update on 
club activities and FON activities. At the 
fall meeting Don McLean gave an update 
on the Red Hill Creek Expressway. At 
the spring meeting Margaret McFadyen 
gave a report on the decision process 
regarding the disposition ofthe Townson 
bequest. My thanks to Don and 
Margaret. 

The spring meeting saw the addition 
of anew feature - a 2-1 /2 hour workshop. 
The topic was “Volunteer Management 
& Fundraising’ ’ by Carol Dixon. A report 
on this informative workshop is on file 
with the Board. 

The workshop topic for the meeting 


this fall is “Marketing to Win!” The 
facilitator for this workshop will be Susan 
Sommers, a marketing consultant and 
teacher with over 25 years of experience 
in the communications field. 

At the spring meeting Eileen Laker, 
after many years on the FON Board of 
Directors stepped down and Peter 
Carson of the Norfolk Field Naturalists 
was elected as the new Carolinian East 
Regional Director. 

FON Annual Conference 2000 : 
Provincial Issues Day 

Provincial Issues Day featured 
speakers on Environmental Advisory 
Committees, nature trusts, conservation 
easements, Southern Ontario woodlands, 
permitted uses in provincial parks and 
Important Bird Areas. 

Chris Baines of the Ontario Nature 
Trust Alliance (ONTA) informed us that 
there are 22 land trusts in Ontario, with 
five more to come. Chris advised us not 
to wait for the government to do it-just 
go in and buy the land. 

ONTA will help form a land trust 
with money for associated costs. He 
emphasized that lands connecting land 
trusts, such as conservation areas, are 
not necessarily secure. At the same time 
conservation areas are the smgle largest 
landowners and are involved at the 
strategic level of official plans. 

“Woods Talk”, the FON’s 70th 
anniversary conference will be held at 
York University, Toronto, June 14-17, 
2001. The theme will be community 
action to conserve Ontario’s Woodlands. 
Why not keep up to date on FON events 
by checking out FON’s new, improved 
website at <www.ontanonature.org>. 


Social Director’s 
Report 

by A If Senior 

My first year as Social Director has 
been a learning experance. I would like 
to thank all who helped me: the people 
who rolled up sleeves and washed dishes; 
file people who contributed their favourite 
goody to the Christmas treats; and above 
all I would like to thank Bill Lamond who 
is now providing organic cider for the 
Social Table at the meetings. Special 
mention must be made of my wife Bar¬ 
bara who has helped me in many ways. 

My goals for next year focus on 
making the year end Pot Luck Supper at 
the RBG Arboretum a bigger and better 
event.I think with a little effort it can be a 
true evening of friendship and sharing for 
the members of the HNC. Hi 

Sanctuary Report 

by Frank Morley 

Our two sanctuaries, Spooky Hollow 
and Short Hills, continue to be jewels on 
the landscape of Southern Ontario. Both 
sanctuaries are prime examples of 
Carolinian forest. Any visit is always 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. There is no 
better feeling than when standing beneath 
the hemlocks, you can say to yourself 
that we own this forever, and only nature 
will change it. 

Prairie restoration is continuing at 
Spooky Hollow. A third site was prepared 
this past winter and the other sites may 
be expanded this coming winter. 

An update to the biotic inventories of 
both sanctuaries has begun and will be an 
ongoing project. If you would like to 
assist in this venture, please step forward. 
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Our membership in some key 
organizations, (Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists, Ontario Nature Trust Alliance, 
Carolinian Canada), and supporting the 
Nature Conservancy of Canada, has 
meant continuing dialogue for the support 
of habitat preservation and restoration, 
amid the threat of bulldozing development 
and ambivalent attitudes towards our 
natural heritage areas. 

Trail maintenance is continuing at 
both sanctuanes, as well as installation of 
new boardwalks and resting benches. 
We are continuing to monitor and consider 
removal strategies for invasive plant 
species. 

Members and their families are 
always welcome to visit the sanctuaries. 
You can participate in Club organized 
maintenance activities or just enjoy the 
experience. Don’t hesitate to contact 
me for more information, or to be included 
on an informal site visit. It is always 
worthwhile. jpi 

Publicity Director’s 
Report 

by Ken HciU 

A major achievement of the past 
year was the establishment of permanent 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club display cases 
at Woodend, the headquarters of the 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. 
Many thanks to the HRCA for 
accommodating these cases and to Jean 
Stollard and her committee for their work 
in arranging and setting up the cases. 

The HNC Display Boards were set 
up at each of our regular membership 
meetings. The Boards are normally used 
to illustrate the various club programs 
such as the bird study, plant study, 


sanctuaries, conservation and junior 
naturalists. 

This year we used a portion of the 
board space to give a pictorial listing of 
our new directors and to profile our 
newest members. 

Display materials were also used to 
promote the work of die Club in a number 
of sites beyond the membership meetings 
at the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

Materials were sent to Kent-Elgin to 
support the protection of the Clear Creek 
ANSI. The Boards were displayed at 
the National Stewardship Conference in 
Guelph and at the Open House of the 
Niagara Region Conservation Authority’s 
Binbrook Reservoir Park. HN.C. booths 
were set up for the RB.G.’s Cootes 
Paradise Open House and for the R.B. G. 
“Naturefest’ ’. The Boards were included 
as part of the displays at the Trans- 
Canada Trail Openings in both Ancaster- 
Dundas and Hamilton. They were used 
to promote the Club at the Landsdale 
Neighbourhood Night Out. 

Frank Morley produced a large blank 
cheque which has been used several 
times on occasions where the Hamilton 
Naturalists’Club has donated funds to 
worthy environmental causes. We intend 
to continue to use this cheque to help 
publicize future contributions. 

This year the Conservation/ 
Educational Committee updated 
Naturally. Hamilton!, and in partnership 
with the Hamilton Spectator, widely 
distributed this popular brochure to all 
Spectator customers in the Hamilton area 
The brochures are being placed in tourist 
bureaus and libraries and are available at 
many local events for the use of the 
general public. "Naturally. Hamilton!" 


was included in the package given to all 
citizens who participated in the opening 
of the Hamilton Harbour Front Trail. 
Associated with this event, the Hamilton 
Spectator also publicized the HN.C.’s 
donation of $ 10,000 to the development 
of this trail for planting of trees and the 
creation of wetland and cattail marsh 
habitat. 

Through the efforts of Heather 
Wilson several articles were published in 
the Hamilton Spectator to follow the 
progress of the Peregrine FalconWatch 
during the Spring of 2000. Because the 
first chick bom was named "Millie" in 
honour of the new millennium, the project 
was selected for national recognition by 
the "Our Millennium" governing committee 
in Ottawa. 

Publicity for the HN.C. has been 
enhanced with the establishment of a 
new telephone line (3 81-0329). General 
information about the Club can be obtained 
as well as information regarding 
upcoming meetings and the current birding 
report. Our Vice-President, Glenn Barrett, 
has been responsible for creating this 
service. 

A new set of display boards will be 
designed to give recognition to our past- 
presidents and to record major donations 
since the establishment of the Club. This 
display should be ready for our annual 
meeting in October 2000. 

Conservation 
Director’s Report 

by Sheila O'Neal 

The Conservation/Education Com¬ 
mittee deals with matters concerning 
conservation of natural resources, 
environmental problems and enhancing 
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awareness of these issues as well as 
educating citizens on the natural history 
of the Hamilton area. The committee 
met once a month throughout the 1999/ 
2000 term. Thank you to those who were 
able to take part with the committee this 
year. 

Volunteering with the Conservation/ 
Education committee gives one a chance 
to: 

• learn more about what is happening in 

and around the community 

• make a difference in decisions made 

about the community 
•learn new skills 

• brush up on old skills 

• meet like-minded people 

The committee provided comments/ 
information/submissions to the Bay Area 
Restoration Council’s Toward Safe 
Harbours report; the Town of Ancaster’s 
new Tree Protection By-Law, the Region 
of Hamilton-Wentworth’s Urban 
Boundary Expansion and the new 
Woodland Conservation By-Law; the 
Town of Ancaster’s Meadowlands 
Neighbourhoods 3, 4 and 5 Class 
Environmental Assessment Master Plan; 
and to the Federal Government on the 
location of the Great Lakes Interpretive 
Centre. 

Committee members worked on a 
number of projects including: 

• production of Naturally. Hamilton! A 

Guide to the Green Spaces ofHamilton 
and Area; 

• completion of the Natural Areas 
Evaluation Project, a report that 
identified natural areas wilhin Hamilton- 
Wentworth not yet designated 
Environmentally Significant Areas 


(ESA’s) in the official plan, and 
examined landuse pressures and 
impacts on existing ESA’s; 

• successfully applied for funding to 
undertake the Natural Areas Inventory 
2000 (NAI2000) that carried out 
biological inventories in future potential 
ESAs; 

• preliminary involvement with the plan¬ 

ning for NAI2001, a reinventory of 
known and newly identified natural 
areas inHamilton-Wentworthto gather 
previously uncollected biological 
information; 

• developed a proposal for funding to 

establish a Community Education and 
Outreach Program in the Hamilton 
area through “Nature in Your 
Neighboudiood”. 

This committee is responsible for 
recommending to theHNC Board which 
organizations should receive a donation 
from the yearly disbursement of the 
Conservation Fund. This year, donations 
were made to the Bay Area Restoration 
Council, Toronto Wildlife Centre, Coalition 
on the Niagara Escarpment. These 
organizations all undertake work to 
preserve and enhance natural areas and 
wildlife in the Hamilton-Burlington area 

Club members with time to spare 
during file day and/or evenings are invited 
to find out more about this committee. Its 
members have different backgrounds and 
enjoy making a difference in their 
community. Have you got some time 
available to participate? Opportunities 
range from delivering ‘ ‘What’s Alive in 
Hamilton-Wentworth’ ’ slide show (text 
already prepared) to responding and 
making inquiries on official plan reviews, 
development proposals impacting natural 
areas, etc. 
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Please call me at 905-389-7598 to 
ask questions about the committee or 
speak to someone at the Conservation 
Table at the next monthly meeting. ^ 

Past Presidents 
Report 

by Pierre Arnold 

I never cease to marvel at the 
diversity of the Club’s activities. 
Obviously, to run and operate the same, 
naturalists with high need-to-achieve 
values and wide-ranging talents are in 
demand. Year afteryear, our Club comes 
through with the human resources needed 
to run the Club ranging from President, 
Directors, Co-ordinators, and to 
participating Members. Nextyear should 
be no exception, the nominations slate is 
nearly full and our membership has 
increased from last year. This does not 
mean the nomination committee or 
incumbents don’t want to hear from 
aspiring directors or coordinators, on the 
contrary, they would visibly like to see 
succession by members taking the initiative 
and participating in get-to-know or 
assistant roles. 

Last year, the By-Laws were 
updated. This fiscal year, resolving the 
Townson Bequest Agreements with the 
Hamilton Community Foundation was 
essentially delayed by the intervention of 
two huge donations to the Hamilton 
Community Foundation and Summer. 
There is no complaint here, the 
Community stands to gain tremendously 
fromtheFoundation activities. Nextfiscal 
year, the Club should make application to 
change the Letters Patent to conform 
with our current Objects, and this should 
be followed by changes to the By-Law 
as a result of the Club Funds set up with 
theFoundation 
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The generosity of Members to the 
Club is remarkable considering that there 
are so many places one’s money can go. 
The opportunity for receiving donations 
should appeal to a larger audience beyond 
our membership through our association 
with the HCF. 

Wood Duck 
Editor's Report 

by Don McLean 

The HNC's newsletter is truly a 
monthly miracle that fills up with timely, 
interesting and important articles as a 
result of the volunteer efforts of the dozens 
of Club members who submit matenal. 
The editor merely gets the pleasure of 
putting it all together into a hopefully 
readable package. 

The "miracle" of getting this package 
to you is accomplished under the steady 
direction ofNorm Ralston and his stalwart 
crew of volunteers who faithfully devote 
one night a month to stuffing envelopes, 
sticking on labels and making sure 
everything is in order. 

The job of editing is made far easier 
for me by the regular contributors. For 
example, up to 25% of each issue is 
written by Rob Dobos, who carries out 
the enormous task of compiling, tabulating 
and organizing the Club's noteworthy bird 
records. 

Huge contributions are also provided 
by membership director Jocelyn Neysmith 
and former editor Jean Stollard who both 
had at least one item in every issue in the 
last year. 

Other Board members who made 
frequent contributions include vice¬ 


president Glenn Barrett, president 
Chnstine Bishop, sanctuary director Frank 
Morley, field events director Heather 
Wilson and past president Pierre Arnold. 
Christine took the prize for the longest 
(and probably most read) article - a 
detailed report on the disbursement of the 
Townson Estate. 

Lois Evans stepped down this past 
year after more than three years of 
monthly book reviews, but promptly 
returned to our pages with regular reports 
on the Bud Study Group, which she also 
coordinates. We're still trying to replace 
her book review work. Anyone who has 
read something worth sharing is 
encouraged to send in a review. 

We introduced several new features 
inthepastyear including a monthly column 
on astronomy by former Club president 
Margaret Walton, and regular reports on 
local ecological research organized by 
Susan Doka. This issue also introduces a 
regular column by Roslynne Price on 
edible plants. 

Many other individuals contributed 
more than once in the past 10 issues 
including Dean Gugler, Jason Thome, 
Barb McKean, Bruce Duncan, John 
Miles, Matt Mills, Don Wills and Brian 
McHattie. 

Major reports were also provided by 
Bill Lamond (on the fall bird count) and 
Mark Jennings (on the Christmas count). 

The appearance of the Wood Duck 
changed dramatically this past spring as 
we switched to a new paper stock. 
Recycling may still be popular, but 
obtaining 100% recycled paper has 
become an increasingly expensive 
endeavour. We had to settle for a 60% 
recycled stock, which was more costly 


than our previous (but no longer available) 
100% recycled paper, but still less than a 
third of the pnce oftodays 100% recycled. 

The Wood Duck committee also 
oversees other Club publications including 
Naturally Hamilton!. Many thanks to 
Rob Dobos, Lois Evans, Susan Doka, 
Jean Stollard and Matt Mills for their 
unflagging assistance in the past year.pl 

Look Up in October 

by Margaret Walton 

The nights are longer; the air is 
crisp and clear. Fall is the ideal time to 
get out and observe the night sky. 

After a summer-long absence, 
Jupiter and Saturn are back in the 
evening sky. They rise very close 
together (Saturn, then Jupiter) in the 
east-northeast near the constellation 
Taurus. Saturn’s rings are tilted towards 
us giving us a great view, and Jupiter is 
making its closest approach to Earth in 
its 12-year cycle, appearing relatively 
large. 

On Friday October 13 th , the 
Hunter Moon makes its appearance. 
Dust and smoke in the atmosphere, 
prevalent at this time of the year, filter 
the light of the rising full moon to a 
golden tint. The moon will rise almost 
due east, as it is very close to the Fall 
Equinox. 

On the evening of October 21-22 
the annual Ononid meteor shower hits 
its peak. This could be the best meteor 
shower of2000 as the light of a bright 
moon drowned the other large showers 
out. This shower occurs as the Earth 
crosses the orbit of Comet Halley. 
Look up after 10:30 pm. The shower 
could also peak the night before. 
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ANTONY POLZER CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 


388 Denlow Avenue 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L9C 6Z5 

AUDITOR’S REPORT 


Tel. (905) 388 1567 
(90S) 388 1659 
Fax (905) 574 2242 


To The Members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

I have audited the statement of financial position of Hamilton Naturalists’ Club as at April 30, 2000 and the 
statement of revenue and expenditures and surplus for the year then ended. These financial statements are 
the responsibility of the club’s management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statements based on my audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards. Those standards require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statement presentation. 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from donations and fund-raising 
activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, my 
verification of donation and fund-raising income was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the 
Club, and I was not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to donations and fund¬ 
raising income, net assets and surplus. 

In my opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any which I might have determined to be necessary had 
I been able to satisfy myself concerning the completeness of the donations and fund-raising income referred 
to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Club as at April 30, 2000 and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 


Chartered Accountant 


l 


July 25, 2000 
Hamilton, Ontario 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
YEAR ENDED April 30, 2000 


Net Assets 

Cash in bank 
Investments 

Accrued interest receivable 
Prepaid expenses 
Capital assets (note 2) 
Accrued liabilities 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (note 3) 
Unrestricted surplus 


2000 

1999 

49,155 

19.920 

236,926 

51,328 

1,834 

2,882 

1,088 

3,129 

5 

5 

12.277) 

16.576) 

286,731 

70.688 

30,000 

30,000 

256.731 

40.688 

286.731 

70 688 


The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES AND SURPLUS 
YEAR ENDED APRIL 30,2000 



2000 

1999 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

10,170 

9,813 

Project grants 

28,874 

11,900 

Donations and bequests 

218,970 

5,782 

Fund-raising 

18,793 

140 

Interest 

10,761 

3,311 

Other 

430 

2.332 


287.998 

33.278 

Expenditures 

Other project costs 

26,381 

6,857 

Office and administration 

1,197 

1,691 

Bank, legal, insurance and audit 

3,208 

2,646 

Sanctuary property tax 

486 

1,259 

Sanctuary equipment and maintenance 


820 

General meetings 

2,471 

2,101 

Newsletter 

6,863 

5,245 

Publicity 

42 

844 

Land Purchases 


35,667 

Other 

7,454 

1,607 

Donations 

15,806 

1,025 

Fund-raising 

8.047 


71.955 

59.762 

Excess of revenue over expenditures (expenditures over 

Revenue) 

216,043 

(26,484) 

Surplus, beginning of year 

70.688 

97,172 

Surplus, end of year 

286.731 

70.688 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (note 3) 

30,000 

30,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

256.731 

40.688 


286.731 

70.688 
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Hamilton Naturalists Club is a non- 
\vild plants and animals. All work is 


profit organization dedicated to the study, appreciation and conservation 
freely done by Directors, Officers and Members. 


of our 


1. Significant accounting policies 

These financial statements have been prepared m accordance with generally accepted accounting principles in 
Canada. Outlined below are those policies considered particularly significant for the company 


Capital assets 

Expenditures for capital assets are charged to expenses as incurred. 


Pledges 

Donations pledged are not recorded in 


the financial statements until they are received. 


Donated materials and services 

The value of donated materials and services 


is not recorded in the financial statements. 


2000 

2. Capital assets 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, at nominal value J 

Spooky - Hollow Sanctuary Addition, at nominal value 

Short Hills Wilderness Area, at nominal value 

Short Hills Wilderness Area Addition, at nominal value 

Equipment, at nominal value - 


1999 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 


3. Restricted surplus 

The Sanctuary fund includes $30,000 ($30,000 in 1999) which must be maintained by the Club at all times. 


4. Fund Balances 


2000 1999 


General 

Conservation 

Sanctuary 

Endowment 

Walkathon 


180,238 

11,826 

31,636 

22,029 

67,636 

30,214 

7,221 

6,619 

28.6,7.31 

70..6&8 


The Endowment fund represents life membership fees received by the Club. The Club may transfer amounts out of 
the Endowment fund for general Club operations. The amount transferred is calculated as the number of lifetime 
members times the prevailing annual membership fee. 


5. Income Tax Status 

The Club is a registered charity and is exempt from income tax provided it continues to expend the specified amounts 
on charitable activities. 

6. Statement of Cash Flows 

A statement of cash flows has not been prepared, as it would not provide any additional meaningful information. 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 

by Rob Dobos 

Total number of species recorded in the HS A during 2000 to May 31:236. Underlined species or dates require documentation by 
the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontano Bird Records Committee. For 
species marked with all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. 

Obsei-vers: Ron Barker (RBk), Betty Barker (BBk), Mike Boyd (MB), Barb Charlton (BC), Dawn Christilaw (DCh), Jack 
Christilaw (JCh), Mark Cranford (MCr), Tom Crooks (TC), Robert Cuny (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Carl 
Hamann (CH), John Hannah (JHh), Brian Henley (BHy), Jim Heslop (JH), Terry Jasper (TJ), Mark Jennings (MJ), Barry Jones 
(BJ), Burke Korol (BKo), Dennis Lewington (DL), Wolfgang Luft (WL), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), Bernard McLaughlin (BML), 
Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Sandra Metzger (SMr), John Miles (JM), Matt Mills (MM), Rod Murray (RM), Niagara Peninsula 
Hawkwatch (NPH), Jean Niskanen (JN), Dan Olech (DO), Karen Olech (KO), John Olmsted (JO), Noah Puskas (NP), Ron 
Scovell (RSc), Robert Stamp (RSt), Mike Street (MS), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m. obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HS A -Hamilton Study Area 
max. -maximum # reported 
terr. -territorial bird 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 

1 st ba. -first basic 
1 st alt. -first alternate 
2 nd alt. -second alternate 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [BR] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN\ 
Halton [HL] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [AG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo 1 WT] 

Wellington [UL] 


MAY 2000: 

Common Loon: Three over Bronte [HL] May 7 (RD et al .); one on Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HW] May 10 (RD); 
one over N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HW] May 13 (MM); three 2 nd alt. offL.P. Sayers Park, Stoney Creek [HW] May 27 (KM). 

Homed Grebe: 10 off Burlington Lakeshore [HL] May 3 (KM). 

Red-necked Grebe: Two at Mountsberg C. A. [HWWL] May 3 (SMr); on May 6 the nesting pair at Bronte Harbour [HL] had 
four eggs, with another pair present (GE); 34 off Burlington Lakeshore May 22 (KM). 

Great Egret#: One at Princess Point [HW] May 11 (BW). 

Snowv Egret#: One at Fifty Point C. A, [HW/NG] May 25 * (TJ). 

Green Heron: Three at Bronte May 7 (RD et al). 

Snow Goose#: One blue morph at Taquanyah C. A. [777V] May 2 L (JM). 

American Wigeon: One at Smithville Sewage Ponds [AG] May 2 (KM,BJ); two off Guelph Line [HL] May 3 (KM). 
Blue-winged Teal: One m. at Middletown Marsh [HW] May 20 (RD). 

Redhead: One pair at Tollgate Ponds [HW] May 23-on (RD); two pairs at NE Shore of Hamilton Harbour [HW] May 30 (RD). 
Ring-necked Duck: One m. atNE Shore of Harbour May 22-on (KM;RD). 
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Greater Scaup: Two m. off Shoreacres [HL] May 22-on (KM); six at NE Shore of Harbour May 22 (KM); two m. at Burlington 
Ship Canal [ HLHW] May 23-27 (RD;KM). 

Lesser Scaup: One m. off Grays Rd [HW\ and three m. at Windermere Basin [HW] May 27 (KM); four atNE Shore of Harbour 
May 30 (RD). 

King Eider#: One f. remained at LaSalle Manna May 1-29 (RD;m.obs.). 

Surf Scoter: One off Spencer Smith Park [HL\ May 2 (KM); four off Confederation Park [HW] May 27 L (KM). 

Long-tailed Duck (fomierly Oldsquaw): 1200 off Fruitland Ave, Burlington [HL] May 3 and three there May 22 (KM). 
Bufllehead: 50 at NE Shore ofHarbour and 70 off Guelph Line May 3 (KM). 

Common Goldeneye: One m. off Shoreacres and one m. atNE Shore ofHarbour May 22 (KM). 

Hooded Merganser: Two at Vanderliek Pond, Bismarck [7VG] May 2 (KM); one f. at Valley Inn [HL] May 3 (KM) 

Common Merganser: One m. atNE Shore ofHarbour May 22 (KM). 

Ruddy Duck: 31 at Vanderliek Pond May 5 (KM); 13 at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 22 (KM); four at E end ofHarbour [HW] 
May 23-30 (RD;KM). 

Osprey: A pair on a nest at Grand River S of Cayuga [HN] May 4 (JM); one at Dundas Marsh [HW] May 28 (BW); one past 
CCIW [HL] May 30 (RD). 

Bald Eagle#: Six counted at Beamer C. A., Grimsby [NG] during May (NPH). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One terr. pair at Burloak Woods [HL] May 7 (RD etal). 

Cooper’s Hawk: A terr. pair at Middletown Marsh May 1-31 (RD,BC) 

Golden Eagle#: Three counted at Beamer C. A. dunng May (NPH). 

Merlin#: One at Stoney Creek Lakeshore May 2 (KM); four counted at Beamer C. A. during May. 

Peregrine Falcon#: Four chicks hatched from the nest at Hamilton’s Sheraton Hotel [HW] by May 4 (MS). 

Ring-necked Pheasant#: One m. at Copetown [HW] May 3 (BW). 

Wild Turkey#: One at Cone 8 E of Cooper Rd [HW] May 22 (RD) 

Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Middletown Marsh May 1-on (RD,BC). 

Sora#: One terr. at Dundas Hydro Pond [HW] May 7 (RD); one terr. at Middletown Marsh May 13-on (RD,BC). 

American Coot: Two at LaSalle Marina May 10 L (RD). 

Sandhill Crane#: Two at Dundas Marsh May 6 L (WL). 

Black-bellied Plover: 45 over Shellard & Clyde Rds [WT] May 24 * (BC). 

Semipalmated Plover: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 5 * (KM); one at N Service Rd & Guelph Lme [HL] May 9 and one 
there May 31 (BW). 

Greater Yellowlegs: 20 at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 2 (KM,BJ). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: 80 at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 2 (KM,BJ). 

Solitaiy Sandpiper: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 2 * (KM,BJ); one at Middletown Marsh May 4 (RD). 

Upland Sandpiper#: Two at 10 th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW] May 2 (DL,CH). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Three at N Service Rd & Guelph Line May 9 * and one there May 31 (BW). 

Least Sandpiper: Seven at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 2 * (KM,BJ), and 55 there May 5 (KM); 15 at N Service Rd & Guelph 
Line May 9 (BW). 
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Pectoral Sandpiper: Four at SmithviUe Sewage Ponds May 5 * (KM). 

Dunlin: Five at Tollgate Ponds May 27 (KM), and four there May 30 (RD). 

Wilson’s Phalarope#: One m. at SmithviUe Sewage Ponds May 2 * (KM,BJ). 

Laughing Gull#: One 2 nd alt. at LaSalle Marina May 28 * (RSc eta/.). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 70 at LaSalle Marina May 10 (RD), and eleven 1 st alt. there May 27 (KM). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One 1 st alt. at Fifty Point C. A. May 4 L (RD). 

ARCTIC TERN#: One ad. at LaSaUe Marina May 27*-28 (KM). 

Forster’s Tern#: Birds at LaSaUe Marina: lad. -May 3 (KM), one 1 st alt. -May 22-28 (KM;m.obs.), lad. -May 28 (RD etal). 
Black Tem#: Two at Dundas Hydro Pond May 7 * (BW). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Rock Chapel Sanctuary [. HW] May 10 * (BW). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Shell Park [HL\ May 22 * (JO,JH); one at Hopkins Tract [HW\ May 25 (MM,JHh). 

Common Nighthawk#: One over Collegiate Ave, Stoney Creek [HW\ May 17 * and two there May 18 (CH); one over Dundas 
Marsh May 28 (BW). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Brock St, Dundas [ HW] May 6 * (BW). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker#: Two at Kilbride [HL] May 1-20 (JCh,DCh); onem. at Middletown Marsh May 9-13 (RD,BC). 
Pileated Woodpecker#: One at Cone 5 W of MiUgrove [HW] May 1 (RD); one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park [HL] May 4 (RM); 
one at Middletown Marsh May 20 (RD,BC). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Bronte May 4 * (MJ). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Burloak Woods May 9 * (BW); one at Shoreacres Creek May 30 L (RC). 

Acadian Flycatcher#: One at Fifty Point C. A. May 21 * (SM); one terr. m. W of Milton [HL] May 31 (BKo). 

Willow Flycatcher: Two at Middletown Marsh May 20 * (RD). 

Least Flycatcher: One at ViUagewood Park, Bronte [HL] May 1 * (RD). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Two at Burloak Woods (BW) and one at Dundas Valley C. A. [HW] (RSt) May 2 * 

Eastern Kingbird: One at Middletown Marsh May 2 * (RD). 

Blue-headed Vireo: One at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 11 * (BW). 

Warbling Vireo: Two at Middletown Marsh May 4 * (RD). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One at Burloak Woods May 7 * (RD etal). 

Cliff Swallow: 15 at Middletown Marsh May 20 (RD). 

Tufted Titmouse#: One at Rock Chapel Sanctuary May 10 (BW). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Middletown Marsh May 21 L (RD). 

Carolina Wren#: One at Bronte Harbour May 22 (RD,BC). 

Marsh Wren#: One at Valley Inn May 1 * (BW). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Middletown Marsh May 13 (RD). 

Veery: One at Bronte May 4 * (MJ). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Bronte Harbour May 22 * (RD,BC). 

Swainson’s Thresh: One at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 11 * (BW); five at Shoreacres Creek May 30 (RC). 
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Hermit Thrush: One at Burloak Woods May 7 L (RD el al). 

Wood Thrush: One at Middletown Marsh (RD) and three at Bronte Creek Prov. Park (RM) May 4 *. 

Gray Catbird: One at Burloak Woods May 4 F(TC;MJ). 

Blue-winged Warbler: One at Bronte Woods May 4* (MJ). 

“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 27 * (RM). 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler#: One m. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HW\ May 7 * (MM,NP). 

Golden-winged Warbler#: One at Bronte May 4 * (MJ). 

Tennessee Warbler: One at Highland Gardens Park [HW] May 6 * (JO). 

Orange-crowned Warbler#: One at Bronte May 4 * (MJ); one at Princess Point May 11 (BW). 

Nashville Warbler: Two at N Shore of Cootes Paradise (RD) and one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park (RM) May 6 * 

Northern Panda#: One at Highland Gardens Park May 6 * (JO); one at Burloak Woods May 7 (JO,JH), one at Bronte Creek 
Prov. Park (RD) and one at Shell Park (BW) May 9; two at Spencer Creek Woods [HW] May 12 (MM); one at RBG Nature 
Centre [HW] May 13 (MM). 

Yellow Warbler: Birds on May 1 *: 2 -Valley Inn (BW), 1 -Shellbume Place Promenade, Bronte [HL\ (RD), 1 -Middletown Marsh 
(RD). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 6 * (RM); one at Burlington Ship Canal May 23 L (RD). 
Magnolia Warbler: One at Fifty Point C. A. (RD) and one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park (RM) May 4 *. 

Cape May Warbler: Two at Fifty Point C. A May 4 * (RD). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One at Burloak Woods May 2 * (BW). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 40 at Fifty Point C. A. May 4 (RD); 60 at Westdale Ravine (BW) and 75 at Princess Point (RD) May 
7; one at Burlington Ship Canal May 23 L (RD). 

Blackburnian Warbler: One at Spencer Creek Woods (MM) and one at Bronte (MJ) May 4 *; one at Bronte Harbour May 22 L 
(RD,BC). 

Palm Warbler: 15 at Fifty Point C. A. May 4 (RD), 10 at Princess Point May 7 (RD). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Two at Westdale Ravine May 7 * (BW). 

Blackpoll Warbler: Three at RBG Nature Centre May 13 * (MM). 

Cerulean Warbler#: One m ,one f. at Shell Park May 9 * (BW). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Burloak Woods May 2 F (BW); one at Bronte Cemetery May 22 L (RD,BC). 

American Redstart: One at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 6 * (RM); one at Shoreacres Creek May 30 L (RC). 

Ovenbird: One at Villagewood Park, Bronte May 1 * (RD). 

Northern Waterthrush: One at Shell Park May 7 (RD et al). 

Kentucky Warbler#: One terr. m. at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May l*-21 at least (MCr;m.obs.). 

Mourning Warbler#: Two at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 9 * (BW); one at Princess Point May 11 (BW); one at Bronte Creek 
Prov. Park May 11 (JN); two at Shell Park May 22 (JO,JH); one at Hopkins Tract May 25 (MM,JHh). 

Common Yellowthroat: Three at Middletown Marsh May 5 * (RD). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One at Bronte May 4 * (MJ); one at Hopkins Tract May 25 L (MM,JHh). 

Canada Warbler: One at Burlington Ship Canal May 23,* (RD); one at Shoreacres Creek May 30 (RC). 
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Yellow-breasted Chat#: One at Bull’s Point, Cootes Paradise [HW] May 13 * (BHy); one at Rattray Marsh [PL] May 16 (MCr). 
Summer Tanagei#: One f. at Bronte Harbour May 21 * (DO,KO). 

Scarlet Tanager: One atHendne Valley [HL] May 5 * (RW). 

American Tree Sparrow: One at Middletown Marsh May 2 L (RD). 

Grasshopper Sparrow#: One terr. m. at Cone 4 & Brock Rd [HW] May 5 * (RD), and two there May 8 (BW); one terr. at Cone 
5 E of Brock Rd [HW] May 7 (RD); one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 7 (MB), and two there May 11 (JN). 

HENSLOW’S SPARROW#: One terr. m. at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 21 *-on (GE;mo.bs.). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Middletown Marsh May 8 * (RD). 

White-throated Sparrow: 50 at Bronte May 7 (RD etal). 

Harris’s Snarrow#: One at E 45 th St, Hamilton [HW] May 6 * (RBk,BBk). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at Valley Inn May 1 F (BW); one 1 st ba at Middletown Marsh May 1-27 L (RD,BC). 
Dark-eyed Junco: One at Dunning Ct, Dundas [. HW] May 12 L (MM). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Berry Tract May 1 * (BW). 

Indigo Bunting: One at Bronte May 7 * (RD et al). 

Bobolink: One at Bronte May 4 * (MJ). 

Rusty Blackbird: Three at Middletown Marsh May 1 L (RD). 

Orchard Oriole#: One at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [TIN] May 1 * {fide JM); one m. at Berry Tract May 5 (BW); one 1 st alt. at 
Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 11 (JN); one m. at Hopkins Tract May 25 (MM,JHh). 

Baltimore Oriole: One at Valley Inn May 1 * (BW). 

Purple Finch: One at Questor Ct, Hamilton [HW] May 1-2 (BML,KM); one at Spencer Creek Woods May 12 (MM). 

Red Crossbill#: Five at Kilbride [HL] May 20 L (DCh,JCh). 

Pine Siskin: One at Middletown Marsh May 9-11L (RD). 

Please send your bird records for June-July 2000 by Oct 10 to: RobertZ. Dobos, 1156 5th. Cone. Rd. W., RR#2, Waterdown, Ont., 
L0R2H2; ph: (905) 659-7732; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca H 


OctoBirdFest of RBG and Bird Studies Canada 


Birds and birdwatchers are flocking 
to Royal Botanical Gardens in numbers 
that increase each year due to the habitat 
improvements that are part of efforts to 
restore Cootes Paradise Marsh. 

This year, the RBG and Bird Studies 
Canada (BSC) invite you to OctoBirdFest 
and BSC’s Annual General Meeting on 
October 1 from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., at 
the RBG’s Centre, 680 Plains Road West, 
Burlington, and the Nature Interpretive 
Centre, at the RBG Arboretum, Old 


Guelph Road, Dundas, to enjoy a day full 
of 

* Workshops, speakers and guided walks 

* Market place and art exhibit 

* Bird Studies Canada’s Annual General 
Meeting 

* Raptors up close at the live Birds of 
Prey shows 

* Bird banding demonstrations 

* Children’s activities 


Direct shuttle bus service will be 
running between RBG’s main building 
and the Nature Centre. For more 
information, call (905) 527-1158JH 


Available 

Back issues of the Wood Duck 
Vols. 3 3 through 48(1980/81 through 
1994/95) Contact: Freek & Ina 
Vrugtman (905) 689-5209 or email 
vrugtman@interlynx.net 
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Minutes of the 1999 Annual General Meeting 


1. Call to Order: The Annual 
General Meeting of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club was called to order on 
October 4, 1999 at the Royal Botanical 
Gardens Centre auditorium. 

2. Appointment of Chairperson 

and Secretary: Moved by Glenn Wel- 
boum and seconded by BUI Lamond that 
Pierre Arnold act as chairperson and that 
Margaret McFadyen act as secretary for 
the meeting. Carried. 

3. Quorum: Notice having been 
given to all members pursuant to The 
Wood Duck and there being at least 30 
members present, the Annual Meeting 
was declared duly constituted. 

4. Minutes of the last Annual 
Meeting: Moved by Barbara Sargeant 
and seconded by John Fischer that the 
minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
held on October 5,1998 be accepted as 
published in the October 1999 issue of 
The Wood Duck. Carried. 

In accordance with the practice of 
the last few years, a detailed account of 
the various activities of the Club was 
published in the September issue oiThe 
Wood Duck. There were no questions 
which any member wanted to ask 
concerning those activities. There were 
no questions of any kind which a member 
wanted to ask. As a consequence, the 
meeting was confined to the legal 
requirements of our annual meeting. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

(a) Financial Statements: The 
Treasurer, Walter Muma, presented the 
Financial Statements for the fiscal year 
ending April 30,1999. Moved by Walter 
Muma and seconded by April Severin 


that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. 
Carried. 

(b) Appointment of Auditor: 

Moved by Walter Muma and seconded 
by Jean Stollard that Antony Polzer, 
Chartered Accountant, be nominated as 
auditor of this Corporation for the fiscal 
year ending April 30, 2000 at a 
remuneration to be fixed by the Board of 
Directors, and that the Board be hereby 
authorized to fix such remumeration. 
Carried. 

6. Continuation of Actions of 
Executive: Moved by Don McLean 
and seconded by John Fischer that all 
acts, contracts, by-laws, proceedings, 
appointments, elections, and payments 
enacted, made, done, and taken by the 
Directors and Officers of the Corporation 
since the annual meeting of the 
Corporation held October 5, 1998 and 
referred to in the minutes of the meetings 
of tire Board of Directors, or in the annual 
reports of the Corporation, be approved, 
ratified and confirmed. Carried. 

7. By-laws: Moved by Kathleen 
Gardiner and seconded by Bill Lamond 
that the by-laws presented in the August 
special edition of The Wood Duck be 
accepted as printed. Carried. 

8. Nominating Committee 
Report: There being no further nomin¬ 
ations having been received by the 
Secretary prior to Oct. 1 as required by 
the Club by-laws, it was moved by Jean 
Stollard of the Nominating Committee 
and seconded by David Wood that the 
following list of persons, who had 
previously consented to act in such 
capacity, be nominated as directors of 
the Corporation to hold office until the 


first annual meeting ofthe Corporation or 
until their successors have been elected, 
or appointed, subject to the provisions of 
the Corporation’s by-laws and the 
Business Corporation Act 1982 namely: 

Pierre Arnold 
Ken Hall-Publicity 
Glenn Barrett 

Frank Morley - Sanctuaries 
Christine Bishop 
Tom Crooks - Programme 
Betty Blashill 

Sheila O’Neal - Conservation/Education 

Margaret McF adyen 

Jocelyn Neysmith - Membership 

Heather Wilson - Field Events 

Don McLean - Publications 

Don McFadyen - FON rep 

Alf Senior - Social 

Carried. 

Moved by Jean Stollard and seconded 
by Norm Ralston that the following 
persons hold office in the Corporation for 
the coming year or until their successors 
are elected or appointed, namely: 

Past President - Pierre Arnold 
President - Christine Bishop 
Vice President - Glenn Barrett 
Treasurer - Betty Blashill 
Secretary - Margaret McFadyen 
Carried. 

8. Adjournment: On motion from 
Pierre Arnold, seconded by Don McLean, 
the annual general meeting was adjourned 
at 8:30 p.m. 

We certify that the above are the 
true minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting oftheHamiltonNaturalists’ Club 
held on October 4th, 1999. 

Christine Bishop. President 
Margaret McFadyen. Secretary ||| 
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REGULAR MEETINGS 

Monday, October 2 8 p.m. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens 
680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington. Ontario 

Annual General Meeting 

PLUS MEMBERS' NIGHT 
Marcy Woods 
by Pierre Arnold 
Hamilton's Peregrines 
by Gerard McNaughton 
Canadian Rockies "Holiday" 
by Don McLean 

Next Month 

Monday, November 6 8:00p.m. 

The Naturalists' Garden 

LonraineJohnson 


Plant Study Group 

Tuesday, October 17: 7:30 pm 
Scout House, 375 James St. S., Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal, 
interesting and interactive way of getting in 
touch with the natural world. The group meets 
from September to May. 

This month: Ferns with Hazel Broker 

Organizer: Jean Stollard 634-3538 


Need a Ride? 

If you need a ride to the Club’s Membership 
Meetings, call any member of the Board who 
will airange a ride for you! Members of the 
Board of Directors, togetherwith their phone 
numbers, are listed on the back page. Guests 
are always welcome at our ?neetings. 


Bird Study Group 

Monday’, October 16 7:30p.m. 

Location: Canada Centre for Inland Water's 
867 Lakeshore Rd. 

Burlington 

Tli is is an informal meeting featuring a discus¬ 
sion of recent bird sightings, an identification 
session and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birding. If you are a 
be ginnin g birder, come out to leam more 
about buds. If you aie an experienced birder, 
come out to share your knowledge and enthu¬ 
siasm. 

This month: A presentation by Dr. Chip 
Wesloh (or designate) of the C anadi an Wild! ife 
Serrice about the bu ds of Hamilton Harbour. 
Contact the Birding Hotline (381 -0329) or visit 
the HNC website for more information. 

Welcome to the Club! 

We would like to welcome the 
following new members who joined the 
HNC during the spring and summer 
months: 

Dana Boyter 

Sophie Gorski and Lome Landry 
Gary and Jackie Landon 
JohnLaRose 
Deborah Lindeman 
Dave McLeod 
Barbara Pepper 
Dave Robinson 
Marilyn Ronald 
Raymond Seaton 
Andrea and James Smith 
Nadine, Barry, Griffin and 
Tanner Stout 
Bob and Louise Unitt 
RobWaldhuber 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

MONDAYWILDFLOWER WALKS 

Monday night Wildflower walks will continue 
until October 3 0th withDeau Gugler. Call627- 
9779 for starting points. They are subject to 
change. 

Monday, October 9 
THANKSGIVING FALL COLOUR 

Enjoy a walk with the Friends of Red Hill 
Valley. Meet at 10 am. in the parking lot on 
Mud Street just west of Mt. Albion Road. 
Contact Don McLean at 664-8796. 

Sunday, October 15 
FALL MIGRANTS AT 
WOODLAND CEMETERY 

Bring a lunch along and search for late fall 
migr ants. Meet at 8 am near the sand piles at 
the east end of the cemetery'. Woodland 
Cemetery is on Spring Garden Road, just a little 
west of the RBG Headquarters in Aldershot. 
Contact Bob Curry at 637-2022. 

Sunday, October 22 

FALL TRIP TO SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Trail through the new prairie, walk the 
boardwalk, or just listen to the water bur ble 
and the owl snore. Bring hutch. Meet at 8:30 am 
at McDonald's, comer of Upper James and 
Rvmal. Contact Frank Morley at 575-0668. 

Saturday, October 28 
FALL W11 JJFLOW1. R WALK 

Dean Gugler is an interesting and knowledge¬ 
able wildflower expert, willing to share it all. 
Meet at 1 pm at Sanctuary Par kinDundas. Use 
park entr ance from Sanctuary Drive. For info 
call Deanat627-9779 

Sunday, November 5 

FALL BIRD COUNT 

This annual event covers the entire Hamilton 

Study Ar ea. Join a group and learn more about 

birding in a day thanyou can imagine. Call Bill 

Lamond at (519)756-9546to confinny our area 

or obtain a new one. 
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HNC Board of Directors 
1999-2000 
Executive 


President: 

Christine Bishop 
Vice-President: 

Glenn Barrett 

525-2142 

Secretary: 

Margaret McFady'en 

627-1034 

Treasurer: 

Beth Blashill 

664-8796 

Directors 

Conservation/Education: 
Sheila O'Neal 

389-7598 

FONRep: 

Don McFadyen 

627-1034 

Field Events: 

Heather Wilson 

528-2725 

Membership: 

Jocelyn Neysmith 

540-1094 

Past President: 

Pierre .Arnold 

648-2519 

Program: 

l orn Crooks 

634-1178 

Publicity: 

Ken Hall 

627-1320 

Sanctuary: 

Frank Morley 

575-0668 

Social: 

Alf Senior 

527-0905 

WoodDuckEditor: 

Don McLean 

664-87% 

Co-ordinators and 

Representatives 

Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

Joceivn Neysmith 

540-1094 

Plant Study Group Leader: 

Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 
Norm Ralston 

383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 
Glenn Ban ett 

525-2142 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

Lois Evans 

BirdingHotline: 

381-0329 





Membership Fees 2000-2001 

| 

Life Membership 

S3 50.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - fust cliild 

40.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

25.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 

Please remit to: The Membership Director, Hamilton 

Naturalists' Club 

P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4R5 


HNC Publications 


Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 
(2 volumes) 

S60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 

20.00 

Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 

1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 

1.00 

Citizens' Guide to the Protection of 
the Natural Areas of Hamilton-Wentworth 

Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth 

Free 
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